PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION
THE pmpose of this book is artistic, not archaeo-
logical ; but I have ventured to differ entirely
from archaeological ideas of Indian fine art, which
seem to me to give a completely distorted view of
the intentions of Indian artists. It is not extra-
ordinary that these archaeological conclusions have
hitherto been tacitly accepted "by the few Euro-
pean experts who have worked for art in India ;
for those who are preoccupied with their own
work and own ideas of art, and prejudiced by
their education in Western academies, are natur-
ally inclined to regard with complacency the
influence and affluence which the present popular
opinion of Indian fine art brings to them.
I do not anticipate that all my fellow-artists in
Europe wiH at once accept the views which have
forced themselves upon me gradually, and after
long years of study. Having entered upon my
study of Indian art with a full equipment of
European academic prejudices,.! know that they
are not easily shaken off. No European can
appreciate Indian art who does not divest himself
of his Western prepossessions, endeavour to under-
stand Indian thought, and place himself at the